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There are f w  i r r u e r  which have been the rou rca  of m r o  c o n t r o v a r r y  than  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h o  y e t i .  T h i s  l a r g e  munubnl, a l l e g e d  t o  o x i r t  i n  tha 
Himalayae, w u  f i r r t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  West i n  1832 but  real i n t e r e r t  w u  n o t  
a roueed  u n t i l  1921 when t h e  f i r r t  E v e r e s t  r econna i r eance  r e p o r t e d  r e e i n g  
e t r a n g e  f o o t p r i n t e .  S i n c e  t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  have been innumerable r e p o r t r  of 
f o o t p r i n t 8  and, ve ry  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  r e p o r t e d  r igh t ing .  of t h o  y o t i  i t a e l f .  
N e v e r t h e l e e r ,  t h e  o p i n i o n s  of expe r i enced  m u n t a i n e e r r  and r c i e n t i r t m  a r e  
s t i l l  s h a r p l y  d i v i d e d  a e  t o  whether  the, y e t i  r e a l l y  e x i r t r .  

John llunt who hae t w i c e  r e e n  f o o t p r i n t .  han c o n r i r t o n t l y  d e c l a r e d  a  
b e l i e f  i n  i t 8  e x i e t e n c e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  late Don Whil lans war oonvinced t h a t  
it had h e n  a y e t i  which c o n f r o n t e d  him a t  n i g h t  o u t s i d e  him t e n t  on 
Annapurna i n  1970. (m t h e  o t h e r  hand, Edmund H i l l a r y  who r p e n t  11 mnthm on 
e x p e d i t i o n  u n e u c c e e e f u l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  animal  i n  1961 d e c l a r e d  h i r  f i r m  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  y e t i  is a myth. Thia view is  r h a r e d  by Heinr ich  Harrer  who 
e p e n t  eeven y e a r e  i n  T i b e t  i n  t h e  f o r t i e e  and who r e v i s i t e d  tho  coun t ry  i n  
1983. 

When I v i e i t e d  t h e  Himalayae i n  March 1986 I had l i t t l e  i n t e r e n t  i n  t h e  
y e t i ,  and a l t h o u g h  d e c l a r i n g  a n  open mind on the m a t t e r ,  I war i n c l i n e d  on 
t h e  s c e p t i c a l  eide. Two weeke later I r e t u r n e d  convinced not  on ly  of its 
e x i s t e n c e  b u t  w i t h  photographe  of the c r e a t u r e  - rornething which had never 
b e f o r e  been achieved .  

My motive f o r  mpending t e n  d r y s  i n  the Garhwal Himrlsyar of Northern 
I n d i a  wae t o - p e r f o r m  a 200 m i l e  s o l o  run  and  t o  r a i r e  soney f o r  a  c h a r i t y ,  
T r a i d c r a f t .  Th ie  o r g a n i e a t i o n  encourage8 employment p r o r p e c t r  i n  dave lopinq  
c o u n t r i e e  by i m p o r t i n g  h a n d i c r a f t 0  and food from community-bared p r o j e c t r .  

QI t h e  f i f t h  day of my run  (March 6 t h )  I ret o f f  up t h e  Bhiunbar Val ley  
from i t 6  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Alaknanda River  and headed twardm t h e  l a k e  of 
ilamicund at 82b3 merree a i s i t u u e .  i n  mlllmnar, t n e  rouce  i r  f roqoentoa  by S i ~ n  
p i l g r i m s  b u t  i n  e a r l y  March t h e  rnow e x t e n d .  klw  3000 mtrer and no 
p i l g r i m e  v i e i t  t h e  l ake .  Footprints i n  the snaw i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p o p l e  had 
been aa f a r  ae the bungalowe a t  h n g a r i a  (3040 r m t r e s )  b u t  t h e r e  - re  no 
t r a c k s  beyond t h i e  p o i n t .  The r o u t e  above Gangaria  climb up r t e q  woo&d 
s l o p e s  and w i t h  the run  r a p i d l y  thawing the h a r d  murface c r u r t  of the r n w  I 
w a s  eoon e i n k i n g  i n  w a l l  above t h e  top. of my t r a i n i n g  r h w r *  

Around l l , O O O  f e e t  I wao murprimed t o  ram r t r a n g e  animal  trrckm which 
came up a r t e e p  mnow g u l l y  on t h e  r i g h t  and  t h e n  m n t  from burh t o  bumh i n  
t h e  wood. Although c u r i o u e  t o  knw what mort of  animal  w.s r h a r i n g  t h e  a r e a  
wi th  me, I took  two qu ick  photograph. of t h e  t r a c k s  and pramrod on 
(Photographe 1 and 2 ) .  I WM r e l i e v e d  to  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k 8  d i m a p p a m d  
i n t o  t h e  t r e e e  on the r i g h t  a l i t t l e  h i g h e r  up. 



When I reached  abou t  4000 mitrel, I War alarmed t o  r e e  t h a t  a l a r g e  and 
very  r e c e n t  ava lanche  bad o c c u r r e d  r i g h t  a c r o r r  q in tended  rout.. Studying 
t h i e  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r i r k r  of  c r o r r i n g  t h o  r l o p ,  I n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  avalanche 
d e b r i e  a l a r g e ,  enrooth groove which cam to  a rudden # t o p g  lrar t h i r  p o i n t  
t rack.  l e d  away a c r o r r  the r l o p o  behind and beyond a mall rhrub.  Behind t h e  
r h r u b  a M r k ,  h a i r y  c r e a t u r e  perhape  up t o  2 metre# i n  h e i g h t ,  w u  e t and ing  
erect on two leg.. It had a r q u a r i r h  head and  a long,  powerfu l ly  b u i l t  
t o r r o .  (Photographr  3 and  4 ) .  

I w a r  f l a b b e r g a r t a d .  I n  r p i t e  of w r c a p t i c i r m  a h t  t h e  e r i r t o n c e  o f  
t h e  y e t i  I cou ld  n o t  imagine what el80 it could  be. I t  r o m l n o d  r-rkably 
r t i l l  a l though  I once raw t h e  branch- of t h e  r h r u b  v i b r a t o ,  rnd  I apprmched  
a e  c l o e e  a e  p o r r i b l e  ( abou t  150 mtrer) wi thou t  v e n t u r i n g  o n t o  the 
avalanche-prone rlope. A f t e r  obee rv ing  and photographing  t h e  c r e a t u r e  f o r  
a b o u t  45 minuter  it began t o  rnow and I docided  t o  head down l o r t  my track. 
ehould  k o b l i t e r a t e d .  When I l a r t  loo tod  b a c k ,  t h e  animal  war a t i l l  
e t a n d i n g  b h i n d  t h e  r h r u b ,  a p p a r o n t l y  l ook ing  b w n  t h o  mlopo r a t h o r  t han  a t  
m e .  On t h e  deecen t  I n o t i c e d  e x t a n r i v e  t r r c k r  on t h e  r t e o p  r l o p o r  k t v e e n  
t h e  m o d  and  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  ava l anche ,  and on r each ing  thm f m t p r i n t r  I 
had eeen  earlier I photographed than w i t h  c o n r i d e r a b l y  more i n t e r e r t  than  on 
t h e  a e c e n t .  However, a f t e r  rome 3 h o u r r  of  warm weather ,  thoy -re a l r e a d y  
f a r  l e e e  d i e t i n c t  t h a n  they  had k e n  i n  t h e  m r n i n g .  

My mind van i n  t u r m o i l ,  wondering whothar t o  bivouac a t  Gangaria ,  r e t u r n  
t h e  n e x t  day w i t h  a gu ide  from Pulna o r  loavo  t h e  y e t i  i n  p r c o .  I f e l t  80 

p r i v i l e g e d  and 80 undeee rv ing  to have rem on my f i r r t  v i r i t  t o  t h e  H i ~ l a y a r  
what o t h e r 8  had r e a r c h e d  f o r  i n  v a i n  d u r i n g  long  e x p e d i t i o n r .  F i n a l l y ,  
f e e l i n g  p r o t e c t i v e  towarda t h e  an imal ,  I dec ided  t o  keep t h e  n a r r  to myrelf 
leet  it l e d  t o  a y e t i  hunt .  I r e r o l v e d  t o  r a y  no th ing  t o  t h o  l o c a l  v i l l a g e r r  
b u t  t o  c o n t i n u e  wi th  my rponeored  run  and c o n t a i n  my exci toumnt u n t i l  I had 
g o t  t h e  photographe  p roceeeed  and  c o n e u l t e d  wi th  expert .  i n  B r i t a i n .  

Zoo log ie t e ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i e t r  and mounta inear r  h a w  a l l  k e n  f a r c i n a t e d  by 
t h e  newe. D r .  Bertram , c u r a t o r  of  mrmnulr a t  t h e  London U o ,  wrr 
unde re t andab ly  c a u t i o u e  abou t  a p o e e i b l e  hoax, p a r t i c u l a r l y  u he VM shown 
t h e  photographe  j u e t  b e f o r e  April l e t 1  However, he cou ld  r u g g e r t  no known 
mammal which cou ld  be confueed w i t h  t h e  an imal  i n  t h e  photographa and, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  h e  f e l t  it cou ld  n o t  be a bear. D r .  Myra shack ley ,  a n  
a r c h a e o l o g i e t  who hae e x t e n s i v e l y  r e s e a r c h e d  the y e t i ,  b e l i e v e r  t h a t  t h i e  new 
a-:fdenca :.s ~ @ i y  ~ r i ~ L 6 2 6 i a i  d i L i ~  u r c i r  oi o~irer 8 ~ y h t i n g e .  tohn h n r  18 

f a e c i n a t e d  by the neve w h i l e t  m a i n t a i n i n g  a r t r o n g  d e r i r e  t h a t  no th ing  be 
done t o  p r e j u d i c e  the an ima l ' e  well b e i n g  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  t h e r e  be no 
a t t e m p t  t o  c a p t u r e  it. 

There have been s u e p i c i o n a  of y e t i e  i n  t h e  Garhval Himlayam f o r  m n y  
y e a r e  a l t h o u g h  my e x p e r i e n c e  i e  the f i r r t  r e p o r t e d  e i g h t i n g .  Wing-Commdr. . 
Beaumann r e p o r t e d  t r a a k e  n e a r  t h e  r o u r c e  of t h e  Ganger, and H.W. Til-n saw 
t r a c k e  r eeembl ing  e l e p h a n t  epoor  e x t e n d i n g  f o r  a mile ove r  t h e  B i r d  G l a c i e r  
i n  1947. More r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  la te  P e t e r  Boardman and Joe Tarker  who cl imbed 
Changabang i n  1976, hea rd  a l o w  g r o w l  o u t e i d e  t h e i r  t e n t  one n i g h t  and a pan 
w a s  knocked ove r .  When t h e y  emerged i n  t h e  morning, r t r a n g e  animal  t r a c k e  
l e d  away a c r o e e  t h e  g l a c i e r .  A few &ye earlier wh i l e  t hey  h ~ d  k e n  away 
c l i m b i n g  Changabang t h e i r  food etorem had been mye te r iou r ly  r a i d e d  and 36 
Hare b a r e  complete w i t h  wrapper8 had d i eappea red .  Other  climberr have mince 
e u f f e r e d  l o e e e e  o f  food i n  e t r a n g e  c i r cume tance r t  Jenny W i l l i a m  and h e r  
companione were robbed of  food  i n  1977 a t  Changabang Baee Camp, 



It w i l l  be i n t r i g u i n g  t o  mee how f a r  y u p e r i a n c o  influen#m the 
m c e p t i c i m  of m n y  mcientimt. about  t h e  p t i ' m  ax i r t ence .  I hava myq. thy  
wi th  theme Q u b t m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u I mhared them wmalf  u n t i l  ao rocant ly .  
What i m  impor tant  i m  t h a t  evidonae whiah po in t .  to t h e  y e t i ' r  er imtence (or 
0 t h e m i 8 0 )  mhould be f a i t h f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  by thore v imi t ing  r m t a  r a m t a i n  
a rea  of k i a .  Col la t icm and moien t i f io  mtuQl of t h i .  avidanom by thoma 
muitably q u a l i f i e d  m y  than l a a d  t o  r a a l  progremm* It i m  m i g n i f i a n t -  that 
Profemmor John Napiar,  who i m  a n  expr t  primate8 and author  of tha c l a u i c  
r e f e r e n c e  " B i ~ f ~ t a r  h a m  changad him previoumly mcaptioal  pomitian m d  k- 
convinced of t h a  y e t i -  e x i m t e n a  (BBC W i l d l i f e  U g a t i n e ,  h p t .  1986). 

What one mhould n a t  & F. a t t m p t  to convinca th. r a e p t i e a  by mat t ing  
o u t  t o  cap tu re  t h e  animal or even rorme, t o  k i l l  it. For t h e  tiw k i n g  I 
p r e f e r  t& r e f l e c t  on Tilmn'm a loquan t  mtatmment i n  him boak m)bunt h a r a m t ,  
1938". 'When the & m t  of o o n f l i c t  had s e t t l e d  the mAbominable h-' 
murvivad to purmus him 0va8iver myr ter l  oum, t a r r i f  yinq eximtenca, unruf f l a d  
am the m n o r  ha t r e a d . ,  unmoved u t h e  r r u n t a i n r  i n  which ha &ella, uncaught, 
unmpecif i e d ,  bu t  n o t  unhonourad" 



PUU cn mastatcu r v 5 1 a 1  LlClVW rn -13 Uy 
llvlng ana rossll non-human prlmates that tory. Museum in London there are speci- Konrad 
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AN INDUBITABLE YETI? By Professor John R Napier 

I have read a report by Tony Wooldridge 
and carefully examined his photo- 
graphs of footprints and one long-dis- 

tance shot of the animal standing upright 
behind a small bush. My conclusions are 
remarkable but quite logical. 

In my view. the creature in the photo- 
graph is a hominid. There is a remote possi- 
bility that the figure is that of a Sadhu-a 
holy man or hermit-and therefore Homo 
sopiens. but in my view it is not human in the 
general sense of the word, although it may 
belong to the genus Homo. 

The figure is very similar to the hyd- 
rologist A G Pronin's report of the 'almas' 
of the Pamir Mountains. which lie to the 
west of the Karakoram Range. He made 
observations at Fedchenko Glacier of a 
- - - 1 : l . -  ..,:th Inn" 

walking bipedally. There are many other 
reports in the same vein. 

My conclusions are based on a number of 
facts. (1) Wooldridge's own opinion is 
expressed so lucidly and convincingly that 
you cannot help being impressed. After 
many years of doubt and part-disbelief, I 
am now a yeti devotee. (2) The creature 
cannot be anything but a yeti-it is obvi- 
ously neither a langur (this has a long tail 
and no upright posture of the human vari- 
ety) nor a bear (legs too long, muzzle 
absent)-unless we wish to invent a mys- 
terious animal that is being mistaken for 
another mysterious animal! (3) The photo- 
graphs of the footprints are disappointing. 
as all such photographs are. Bad images 
result from melting, direction of lighting, 
rnncictrncv nf snow (soft as in recent 

ing). Wooldridge's first close-up of a foot- 
print is the best and shows some of the 
characteristics of a human footprint. but the 
snow looks soft and fluffy. 

One interesting feature in the photo- 
graph of the hominid is the smooth groove 
that can be seen at the edge of the avalanche 
debris, suggesting that the animal had slid 
down on its front or on its back. @ 

Professor John R Napkr is an anatomist 
and anthropologist. With Dr L S B Leakey 
end Professor Phillip Tobias. he was 
involved in the description and naming of 
one of the earliest human species Homo 
habilis from the Olduvai Gorge. Tanzania. 
He is also a leading authority on primates. 
author of the classic book Bigfoot. and cn- 
author of A Handbook of Living Primatt-J 
and Thr Natural Histon! of the Primates. 
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